
1977

LOCATED AT 201 RODGERS STREET IN AN 
OLD HOUSE. THE RENT WAS $265 A MONTH. 1982

The Kiwanis Club of Greater Clearwater 
kicked-off the Free Clinic Fund Drive to 
raise $262,000 for a new location on 707 
North Fort Harrison This location would 
include four exam rooms, a lab, pharmacy, 
patient conference room, and lounge for 
volunteers.

The Clinic was viewed as a sort of 
medical safety valve for our financially 
strapped citizens.  It was an independent 
organization never seeking or accepting 
funds from any government source.  
Funding was based on donations from the 
citizens, merchants, social organizations 
and religious groups in the area.  

MISSION STATEMENT: This non-profit organization serves the medically 
indigent residents of Upper Pinellas County, operating complete on 
donations from individuals, clubs and religious community services.  The 
clinic provides basic health care for persons working at minimum wage; 
those living on a small fixed income; and those who have no other 
recourse for diagnosis and treatment. 

1984

1995
Clearwater Countryside Kiwanis Club began the “Physician of the Year” 
award given during the annual Volunteer Luncheon.  The Clearwater 
Free Clinic depends on volunteers for all positions.   Volunteers make 
appointments, manage day to day operations, fundraise and volunteer 
medical staff see and treat patients for no charge.  Volunteers are the 
core of the Clearwater Free Clinic and we are always recruiting for more.  

1997

1998

BUDGET: $50,000

1999

The Clearwater Free Clinic introduced classes for diabetics 
to promote patient education, awareness, and overall health.  
Nutrition, goal-setting, self-monitoring, stress, sick days, and 
travel were covered in classes on Mondays during the 2 hour 
sessions.  The goal was to teach diabetics to responsibly 
manage their disease and live a normal life.

2000

In 2000, the first clinical paid position 
for a Family Nurse Practitioner was 
provided by a generous grant from the 
Eckerd Family Foundation.  This was a 
big step for the Clinic to supplement 
volunteer physicians and provide a 
full time medical staff. 

2001

2002

2004

In 2004, the Clinic created it’s first eye and ear exam room 
with donated equipment made possible by a generous grant 
provided by the Prince of Peace Endowment Board.

2007

2009

2011

Services provided by the Clinic in 2011:
	 -General Medical
	 -Family Practice
	 -Internal Medicine
	 -Specialty Medical Care
	 -Medication Services
	 -Women’s Care Program
	 -Diabetic Program
	 -Ophthalmology & Optometry Program
	 -Nutritional Counseling Program
	 -Pediatric Program
	 -Physical Therapy Program
	 -ENT Program
	 -Patient Education Program
	 -Coumadin Clinic

The new Clinic was formally dedicated with $205,000 
raised for the building and equipment.

2,000
patients yearly

volunteer doctors

NEW PATIENT BROCHURE

$28,000
RAISED TO SUPPORT
CLINIC OPERATIONS

11,700
16,500

patients yearly

prescriptions filled

$38,000
RAISED TO SUPPORT
CLINIC OPERATIONS

THE CLINIC’S FIRST LOCATION

KIWANIS KICKS OFF FREE-CLINIC FUND DRIVE

CLEARWATER FREE CLINIC FLOOR PLAN

CLINIC REDEDICATION

KIWANIS PHYSICIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

THE CLINIC CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

EXPANSION OF FT. HARRISON 
LOCATION & REDEDICATION

JEANNIE SHAPIRO JOINS AS THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A new parking lot and entrance were added to the building 
with a facelift, new paving, landscaping, a dedicated room 
for holding diabetic nutrition classes, new storage for patient 
records, larger pharmacy, and new flooring and paint for  a 
brighter, cleaner more cheerful look.

DIABETIC PATIENT EDUCATION

FIRST CLINICAL PAID POSITION

FIRST ANNUAL CHARITY 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

FIRST ANNUAL MARTINIS + 
MATISSE EVENT

Jeannie’s idea, implementation, vision  
and creation has made this Tampa 
Bay’s go-to premier fundraising event 
yearly.

CONSTRUCTION ADDED 
3 NEW EXAM ROOMS

INTRODUCTION OF NEW EYE/EAR ROOM 58 PERCENT INCREASE IN NEW PATIENTS

The purchase of the bait shop next door allowed expansion to 
house more programs and meeting rooms called the Valerie Nisk 
Annex.

WE’RE GROWING AGAIN

31

2007 STATISTICS



2013

RESIDENTS ARE UNINSURED 
IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA

Jeannie became a founder 
and member of the Executive 
Committee of the Florida 
Association of Free Charitable 
Clinics. Florida established a 
statewide Association of Free 
& Charitable Clinics. Our very 
own, Jeannie Shapiro, had been 
involved at the national level 
and became a founding member 
of the Florida Association 
and continued to serve on the 
Executive Committee.

2015

The CFC graduated the first class from its “Go Healthy” Chronic Disease 
Self-Management Program.  The “Go Healthy” program came from 
Stanford University’s School of Medicine and empowers participants 
with chronic illness to take control of their health.  The program ran for 
6 weeks, 2 hour sessions with 2 trained facilitators making a difference!

We honored the memory and 
commitment of John Meek, Jr., a 
CFC Board member & community 
activist by re-naming the 15th Annual 
Golf Tournament the John Meek, Jr. 
Memorial Golf Tournament benefiting 
the Clearwater Free Clinic.   For 
many years John Meek dedicated 
his time and effort to the CFC by 
making an impact in our growth and 
sustainability.  

2017
After 40 years of storing and filing 
paper chart, the CFC took the first 
step to implement an Electronic 
Medical Records System (EMR).

CFC ADOPTS NEW LOGO

WE’RE GROWING AGAIN
To celebrate the future 
11,000 square foot home for 
the Clearwater Free Clinic 
hosted a “Wall-Smashing” 
to kick off the renovation 
project and build out of 
it’s new facility located at 
1218 Court Street.  The new 
building expanded existing 
programs, added new ones 
and significantly improved 
the Clinic’s ability to fulfill 
all aspects of its mission.  

2018

In February 2018, the Clearwater Free Clinic moved to its new 
facility leaving behind their home of 30 years on Fort Harrison 
Avenue.  Growing from 6,200 square feet to 11,000 square this 
new facility has greater visibility, efficiency, patient access and 
increased impact to those who either have no access to health 
insurance or are unable to afford medical care.  

Jeannie Shapiro received the prestigious Dr. William E. Hale 
community Spirit Award given annually by the Salvation Army.  
The award honors a member of our community making an impact 
and exemplifies the giving spirit of Dr. William Hale. 

Jeannie’s leadership, vision and 
ability to bring others together 
has been a great asset for the 
Clearwater Free Clinic over the 
last 20 Years.  Congratulations!

2019

LARGE CHARITY OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

2020

While the global outbreak of the COVID-19 virus continued 
to turn the world upside down, the Clearwater Free Clinic 
continued to see patients and fill medications by adjusting.  
While adopting new operational protocols and embracing 
new technology, our patients, staff and volunteers remained 
safe.  The world changed and the CFC changed too.  Through 
matching funds and grants, the Clinic was able to gear up 
and implement Telemedicine as an alternative to providing 
healthcare services.  

This big step reduced patient visits away 
from their jobs and reduced risk to exposure 
to Covid-19.  Dispensing ½ as often was cost-
saving and efficient for the Clinic and staff, 
while directly benefiting the patients we care 
for. 

The Clearwater Free Clinic 
received national recognition 
from the American Medical 
Association (AMA) in 
collaboration with American 
Heart Association in their 
Target: BP Program.  The 
Clinic was recognized for 
their efforts in reduction of 
uncontrolled blood pressure in 
adult patients!

20214.5
MILLION

The Clinic was recognized by the 
Clearwater Regional Chamber of 
Commerce for its ability to fulfill a 
major need in the community and the 
value in its mission. 

FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF FREE & 
CHARITABLE CLINICS ESTABLISHED

CFC GOLF TOURNAMENT GETS A NEW NAME

GO HEALTHY CLASS

ELECTRONIC MEDICAL 
RECORDS SYSTEM

WE’RE MOVING AGAIN!

WILLIAM E. HALE COMMUNITY AWARD

INTRODUCTION OF TELEMEDICINE

60-DAY PRESCRIPTION REFILLS

As a part of its Wellness Initiative, the Clinic began a   comprehensive 
12-week educational program in partnership with the American 
Heart Association for patients to learn the skills to improve 
health and well-being through diet, nutrition, exercise, and stress 
management. 

PROMOTING WELLNESS

The Business & Executive Support Team is a new way to support 
the CFC with an annual gift, while benefiting your business and 
community.  

LAUNCHING THE B.E.S.T PROGRAM

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

2022

2023
PREVENTATIVE SMOKING CLASSES
In partnership with Tobacco Free Florida, the Clinic began quarterly smoking cessation 
classes for our patients struggling to quit and seeking the resources to improve.

NEW PHARMACY UPGRADES

Thanks to a gift from the Hillis Family, the 
CFC was able to purchase two pharmacy-
grade, temperature regulated refrigerators 
with locks, temperature sensor alarms, and 
remote alarm contacts. These refrigerators 
house the Clinic’s injectable insulins, 
vaccines, and immunologics that require a 
strict temperature controlled environment.

BAYCARE FOOD CLINIC
The Clearwater Free Clinic 
announced the opening of 
BayCare’s Community Food 
Clinic, housed in CFC’s new 
1212 Court Street Building 
in Suite E. The Food Clinic, 
operated by BayCare 
Health System and staffed 
with BayCare volunteers, 
is available to all members 
of our community who 
are struggling with food 
insecurity. 

NEW EYE CARE EQUIPMENT
In partnership with WestCMR, the CFC 
purchased a slit lamp for early detection 
and prevention of glaucoma and diabetic 
retinopathy.

NEW MUSIC 
THERAPY PROGRAM

The Clearwater Free Clinic introduced a 
new program for Behavioral Health patients 
centered around the use of music as a form 
of therapy. The ukulele class introduced a new 
instrument to many of the patients at the CFC 
and allowed them to express their feelings 
and emotions musically. Over a 6-week period, 
patients learned the basic skills of the ukulele 
and practiced familiar tunes and songs. 

NEW ART THERAPY PROGRAM
The Clearwater Free Clinic 
introduced a new program for 
Behavioral Health patients 
centered around the use of art 
as a therapy. The Art Connection 
class allows patients to connect 
with their feelings and experience 
a sense of self-accomplishment 
and self-worth while exploring 
new outlets through the art they 
complete over an 8-week period.

2012
Dr. Morelli and Dr. Perno have seen over 12,000 children 
since the program was introduced in 2000.  In 2012 
the Clinic purchased new and additional equipment to 
support the growing program.  

The Clearwater Chamber named the Clearwater Free 
Clinic the Small Non-Profit of the Year.

PEDS DAY IS WEDNESDAY

SMALL NON-PROFIT OF THE YEAR

Mission: Advancing Florida’s healthcare safety net by empowering 
organizations that increase access to care for the underserved.

+
NEW COLLABORATION
Working together to better serve the low-income, uninsured and 
homeless in our community, the Clearwater Free Clinic and HEP joined 
together. As neighbors who share a common objective, this was a 
natural partnership that could offer HEP residents a medical home 
rather than an unnecessary emergency room visit. 

20 YEARS OF DEDICATED LEADERSHIP

TARGET: BP PROGRAM


